Third Sunday
of Easter

God’s Word Reveals Christ’s Victory

Bethel Lutheran exists to serve all people with the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.
www.bethelwels.org
N29280 Loesel Lane Arcadia
N16303 Church Lane Galesville

Pastor Jon Cox
608.582.9998
jon.nathan.cox@gmail.com

Karla Johnson – Admin. Asst.
608.863.2428
johnson.karla.j@gmail.com

April 18, 2021
Hymn
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” Saints on earth and angels say;
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing, O heav’ns, and earth, reply.
2 Love’s redeeming work is done, Fought the fight, the battle won;
Lo, our sun’s eclipse is o’er; Lo, he sets in blood no more.
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell.
Death in vain forbids his rise; Christ has opened paradise.
4 Lives again our glorious King! Where, O death, is now your sting?
Once he died our souls to save; Where your victory, O grave?
5 Soar we now where Christ has led, Foll’wing our exalted head.
Made like him, like him we rise; Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!
6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to you by both be giv’n!
God has now fulfilled his Word; Praise the resurrected Lord!

Invocation
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all. Amen.
P:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do
what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a
sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C: (spoken) Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
P:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C:
(spoken) Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C:
(spoken) Christ, have mercy.
P:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C:
(spoken) Lord, have mercy.
P:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care:
C:
(spoken) Amen.

Song of Praise

239

Glory Be to God the Father

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
2 Glory be to him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to him who bought us, Made us kings with him to reign!
Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain!
3 Glory to the King of angels, Glory to the Church’s King,
Glory to the King of nations; Heav’n and earth, your praises bring!
Glory, glory To the King of glory sing!

Prayer of the Day
O God our heavenly Father, by your plan to humble your Son unto death on the cross you
lifted up a world of sinners from the despair of facing the punishment we deserve. Thank you
for sending Christ to be our Savior. Now, we also rejoice to know that Christ is risen from his
grave. By his resurrection to life, you assure us that we also will rise on the Last Day. Please,
Lord, grant your people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (spoken) Amen.

First Lesson
Acts 12: 1-24
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church,
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize
Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he
put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod
intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 6
The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up.
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so.
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of
the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought
he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people
were hoping would happen.” 12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary
the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13
Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14
When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and
exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”
15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they
said, “It must be his angel.” 16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door
and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and
described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and
sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place.
18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had
become of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he
cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been quarreling
with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an audience with him.
After securing the support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for
peace, because they depended on the king’s country for their food supply.
21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered
a public address to the people. 22 They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a man.” 23
Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down,
and he was eaten by worms and died.
24 But the word of God continued to spread and flourish.

Hymn

284
How Precious Is the Book Divine
1 How precious is the Book divine, By inspiration giv’n!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine To guide our souls to heav’n.
2 Its light, descending from above Our gloomy world to cheer,
Displays a Savior’s boundless love And brings his glories near.
3 It shows to us our wand’ring ways And where our feet have trod
But brings to view the matchless grace Of a forgiving God.
4 This lamp through all the dreary night Of life shall guide our way
Till we behold the clearer light Of an eternal day.

Verse of the Day
P:
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia.
P:
…you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus.
C:
Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson
Luke 24: 13-33
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had
happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came
up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood
still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one
visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19
“What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed
before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In
addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but
didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he
was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women
had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he
were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the
day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began
to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.
P:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord
(spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn of the Day
568
Good News of God Above
1 Good news of God above Is ours to tell abroad,
The Father’s everlasting love In Christ the risen Lord.
For neighbors near and far The seed of life is sown;
Then spread the seed By word and deed
To make the Savior known.
2 The love of Christ proclaim Who left his home on high;
To live our human life he came, Our human death to die.
The Father’s only Son Became the sinners’ friend,
Our lot to share, Our sin to bear,
And death’s dominion end.
3 The Lord of Glory lives! From cross and death and grave
His own abundant life he gives To those he died to save.
His righteousness and peace Declare from sea to sea;
His praises sound The world around
For Christ has made us free.
4 Hear now the Master’s word To those who bear his name:
“So send I you; till all have heard, Make known, declare, proclaim!”
Go forth in all the earth; Embrace the path he trod
With Christ beside As friend and guide
To bring good news of God.

Sermon Theme:

Pastor Cox
Consider the Power of God’s Word
It endures opposition
It inspires dedication

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us, Honors all our human race,
You our head, who, throned in glory, For your own will ever plead:
Fill us with your love and pity; Heal our wrongs and help our need.

CW: 492

As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted; Freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing
P:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: (spoken) Amen.

